
“10 WARNINGS TO AUTO ACCIDENT SURVIVORS ABOUT THE NEW AUTO NO-

FAULT LAW” 

LANSING—As we’ve previously discussed, Michigan’s Auto No-Fault Law changed in 2019, leaving 

motorist seriously injured in a crash more vulnerable, then ever before. 

Under previous law, all Michigan drivers had access to uncapped, lifetime coverage, that would assist 

them financially, and cover medical expenses if they suffered a serious injury during a vehicle crash. 

Now, while that option is still available, drivers must choose and pay for that coverage. In the pervious 

episode of “In the Name of the Law” Sinas Dramis Law Firm Personal Injury Attorney Steve Sinas, broke 

down what you need to know about your insurance coverages. 

In this episode, Steve is joined by another law partner of Sinas Dramis, Personal Injury Attorney Katie 

Tucker, to give what they call the “10 Warnings” accident survivors need to know about the new laws 

enacted in 2019. 

WARNING #1:          
 
“Your insurance company might try to void your policy after a crash and deny all your claims.” 

  
Explanation: After a crash, a person’s insurance company may try to void a person’s auto policy 
because the person somehow inaccurately reported information to their insurer when they 
bought the insurance policy. Those inaccuracies could include things like where the vehicle is 
being garaged, who is driving it, previous driving infractions, etc. 
  
WARNING #2:          
 
“You must know whether your no-fault insurance is coordinated or uncoordinated with your 
health insurance.” 

  
Explanation: Coordinated no-fault insurance means that the persons health insurance pays first 
and no-fault pays only what is not covered by insurance. On the other side, uncoordinated no-
fault means no-fault pays for all auto-accident medical care. Knowing whether your no-fault 
insurance is coordinated or uncoordinated is essential to make sure your medical bills get paid. 
  
WARNING #3: 
 
“You must know whether your no-fault medical expenses coverage is limited or lifetime.” 

  
Explanation: How you choose to pursue your care, will likely depend on if the coverage given to 
you by your policy is limited or lifetime. As previously mentioned, lifetime uncapped coverage is 
available, if that was the policy chosen. Auto accident survivors must know how much no-fualt 
medical expense coverage they have for their care and recovery of their injuries. 
  
WARNING #4.          
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“You must notify the proper no-fault insurer within one year of the crash.” 
 

Explanation: Failure to report your coverage needs within a year of the crash, will result in you 
losing the right to file the claim. In most cases people turn to their own insurance company for 
no-fault benefits, but there are many notable exceptions where people turn to other insurance 
companies, so it’s crucial drivers must make sure they promptly determine the proper 
insurance to notify. 
 

WARNING #5.          
 
“You must sue a no-fault insurer within a year after denying you benefits.” 

  
Explanation: Drivers also have one year to file a lawsuit if their benefits are denied by their 
insurance company. Therefore, auto accident survivors need to make sure they promptly 
submit their no-fault claims and take action if those claims are denied. 
  
WARNING #6.          
 
“You may have important rights against at-fault drivers that are complicated to pursue.” 

  
Explanation: A person seriously injured in a crash may be able to recover pain and suffering 
damages from an at fault driver, but only if they can prove special circumstances apply 
regarding the seriousness of their injuries.  You can also pursue a claim to recover medical 
expenses from the at-fault driver that are not covered by no-fault insurance, but those claims 
are complicated and uncertain under the new law.  
  
WARNING #7.         
 
“You can only recover up to $3,000 of your vehicle damage from an at-fault driver.” 

  
Explanation: Under the no-fault law, people can only recover up to $3,000 of their vehicle 
damage from at-fault drivers. Any additional coverage amounts for vehicle damage or vehicle 
replacement must come from the person’s collision coverage through their own insurance 

  
WARNING #8.          
 
“Your medical providers are now being paid much less for auto accident-related care and 
treatment.” 

  
Explanation: Under the old auto no-fault law, medical providers were able to be paid a full 
reasonable charge for auto accident-related medical care. Now, the new law reduces payments 
to medical providers by as much as 45%.  This means it will likely lead to certain medical 
providers limiting how much they are willing to care and treat auto-accident patients. 
  



WARNING #9.          
“There are new imitations on certain types of auto accident related care and treatment care 
resources.” 
  
Explanation: In addition to payment reductions for care, there are also rules that limit the care 
and resource available for auto accident victims. Limitations include how much no-fault insurers 
must pay for in-home care provided by an injured person’s family and friends.  
  
WARNING #10.        
 
“There are new government regulations that can now apply to auto accident-related care and 
treatment.” 

  
Explanation: The new auto no-fault law also includes significant government regulations of 
auto-accident medical care and treatment that insurers can use to deny people’s medical care 
and treatment.  Under this new form of government regulation, auto accident survivor’s access 
to care and treatment may be limited. 
 


