
LANSING—For years the act of selecting your auto insurance coverage wasn’t as complicated, and if they 

had coverage, motorists were taken care of if they were seriously hurt in a crash. Now, under No-Fault 

Auto legislation enacted in 2019, choices need to be made when selecting your coverage, and all 

Michiganders should be educated about their options before speaking with an insurance company.  

In the latest episode of “In the Name of the Law” featuring Sinas Dramis Law Firm Personal Injury 

Attorney Steve Sinas, he walks motorist through an auto insurance policy declaration page, to help 

drivers better understand what the sheet means, in terms of coverages provided. 

LOOKING AT THE DECLERATION SHEET: 

 

(Example of an auto insurance declaration sheet reflecting unlimited PIP benefits, $100,000/$300,000 liability coverage, and 

$100,000/$300,000 uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage.) 

In this declaration sheet example listed above, you can see the coverages purchased under this policy, 

and what they include from top to bottom. Some of the most important coverages to understand 

include the following: 

1) Liability Coverage: Under this policy the holder is entitled to $100,000 per person, and $300,000 per 

occurrence of coverage for liability if they are at fault in a crash. As part of auto no-fault law 

changes, all Michigan motorists are now potentially liable for a victim’s medical expenses above the 

victim’s PIP limits. That law allowing people to select lower PIP coverages, also required a default 

limit of $250,000 per person/$500,000 per accident in Liability coverage. That law also permits 

motorists to select lower limits, but not less than $50,000 per person/$100,000 per accident. To 

select these lower limits, motorists must meet various requirements. They must also submit the 

following form to select a lower coverage. 
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(This is an example of a liability waiver form. Motorist must fill out this form if they choose to purchase lower liability coverage lower than 

$250,000/$500,000) 

2) Personal Injury Protection (PIP): The next section of the declaration sheet shows the PIP benefits 

selected under the given policy. This policy shows unlimited coverage of medical expenses. This 

means those covered under the policy will have all their care covered should they be 

catastrophically injured in an auto related crash. Other PIP option available to purchase are listed 

above. 

a) Prior to the 2019 legislation, everyone in Michigan had a policy that automatically provided 

them with lifetime, uncapped Personal injury protection (PIP) coverage for medical expenses 

should they need them following a crash. Now, you only have that type of coverage, if you’re 

willing to pay. 

i) Options you can choose from include: 

A. OPTION #1: LIFETIME, UNCAPPED PIP ALLOWABLE EXPENSE COVERAGE.  

B. OPTION #2: THE $500,000 BENEFIT LEVEL.  

C. OPTION #3: THE $250,000 BENEFIT LEVEL. 

D. OPTION #4: THE $50,000 MEDICAID BENEFIT LEVEL.  

E. OPTION #5: THE $250,000 OPT-OUT PIP EXCLUSION.  

F. OPTION #6: THE MEDICARE OPT-OUT PIP EXCLUSION.  

You can read more about the different options by clicking here. 
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3) Underinsured/Uninsured Motorist Coverage (UIM): This coverage essentially steps into your 

insurer's shoes to compensate you for damages caused by a driver with an insufficient auto 

insurance policy limit or no policy at all. The section is optional when choosing your coverage. In our 

example, we see that this policy includes $100,000/$300,000 per person/per occurrence of UIM 

coverage.   

 

Here’s what’s recommended by the Sinas Dramis Law 

Firm when selecting your policy: 

• Lifetime, Uncapped PIP Allowable Expense 

Benefit Coverage 

• High Liability Insurance Limits: Minimum of 

$500,000, plus an optional Umbrella Policy 

• Significant Uninsured and Underinsured 

Motorist Coverages 

• Avoid Managed Care Options 

Navigating the waters following a crash can be 

difficult, and if one thing is clear, you don’t have to go it alone. 
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